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DANCE |  DANCE REVIEW |  'MONKʼS MOOD'

Looking at One Life by Starting at the End
By GIA KOURLAS DEC. 14, 2009

Thomas F. DeFrantz, a professor at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, is also, according to his program biography, “a globally
circulating artist and academic.” In “Monk’s Mood: A Performance
Meditation on the Life and Music of Thelonious Monk,” Mr. DeFrantz, a
tall, slender man with a head full of dreadlocks, aims to be a tap dancer and
a storyteller.

Performed Friday through Sunday at the Joyce SoHo, “Monk’s Mood”
examines Monk through his music and relationships. The work, presented
by Mr. DeFrantz’s multidisciplinary group, Slippage:
Performance/Culture/Technology, begins at the end of Monk’s life.

In the production the improvisational component isn’t limited to Mr.
DeFrantz’s dancing: digital pads on the stage activate sound and imagery,
including video and photographic stills. Throughout the performance, Eto
Oro, credited with visual design and technical direction, controls the cues.

After an opening dance, Mr. DeFrantz, as Monk, eases into a chair but can’t
get comfortable; his body twitches as if he were being driven mad by
rhythm and memories. His left foot flutters nervously; he sighs, looks down,
crosses a leg and takes a sip of water. The work’s narrative, which includes a
hokey pas de deux between Mr. DeFrantz and a pink-patterned dress meant
to evoke the memory of Monk’s wife, is often contrived.

Although Mr. DeFrantz is a passable tap dancer, his stamina isn’t strong
enough for the nearly 50-minute piece. Neither were his shoes; at one point
he left the stage, and a man in the back of the theater announced, “We’re
holding for a shoe change.” (It made for a particularly awkward lull.)

What is clear throughout the work is a sense of Monk’s isolation. The
lighting design, by Tim Pickerill, works wonders, transforming the stage
into a nightclub, highlighted by vivid reds and blues, or into a melancholy
room with a slanted ceiling, created by aiming a shaft of light at the chair.
Here Monk’s loneliness is palpable, and through lighting, the mood works.

Monk’s Mood: The piece, which looks at the life and work of Thelonious Monk, was performed by Thomas F.

DeFrantz at the Joyce SoHo. Christopher Pierce

A version of this review appears in print on December 15, 2009, on Page C7 of the New York edition with the headline:

Looking At One Life By Starting At the End. Order Reprints |  Today's Paper | Subscribe

A Choreographer Gives In

to His Ambition of

Recklessness

‘The People Making It Are

Indigenous, but

Indigenous Is Not a Genre’

CRITIC’S NOTEBOOK

Hail, Dance, and Farewell

to the Critic’s Life

The Passionate Humility of

Solomon Dumas

This Week in Arts: Roy

Hargrove, Caleb Teicher,

Prototype Festival

12 Dance Performances to

See in N.Y.C. This

Weekend

#SPEA

Tang

SECTIONS SEARCH HOME SUBSCRIBE NOW  LOG IN  

3
ARTICLES REMAINING

Subscribe for $2 a week.  SEE MY OPTIONS Subscriber login

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/04/us/politics/democrats-trump-meeting-government-shutdown.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/03/nyregion/el-chapo-trial.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/04/opinion/sunday/israeli-jews-american-jews-divide.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/04/us/politics/alexandria-ocasio-cortez-dance-video.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/04/us/politics/tlaib-impeach-trump.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/02/us/whats-affected-government-shutdown.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/04/opinion/sunday/metoo-new-yorker-conde-nast.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/04/nyregion/these-4-new-yorkers-are-experts-in-living-what-do-they-know-that-we-dont.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/01/03/travel/52-places-to-go-recap.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/03/us/politics/mcconnell-senate-republicans-shutdown.html
https://www.nytimes.com/trending
https://www.nytimes.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/section/world
https://www.nytimes.com/section/us
https://www.nytimes.com/section/politics
https://www.nytimes.com/section/nyregion
https://www.nytimes.com/section/business
https://www.nytimes.com/section/technology
https://www.nytimes.com/section/science
https://www.nytimes.com/section/health
https://www.nytimes.com/section/sports
https://www.nytimes.com/section/education
https://www.nytimes.com/section/obituaries
https://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/section/corrections
https://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/section/opinion/columnists
https://www.nytimes.com/section/opinion/editorials
https://www.nytimes.com/section/opinion/contributors
https://www.nytimes.com/section/opinion/letters
https://www.nytimes.com/section/opinion/sunday
https://www.nytimes.com/video/opinion
https://www.nytimes.com/section/arts
https://www.nytimes.com/section/arts/design
https://www.nytimes.com/section/books
https://www.nytimes.com/section/arts/dance
https://www.nytimes.com/section/movies
https://www.nytimes.com/section/arts/music
https://www.nytimes.com/events/
https://www.nytimes.com/section/arts/television
https://www.nytimes.com/section/theater
https://www.nytimes.com/video/arts
https://www.nytimes.com/section/automobiles
https://www.nytimes.com/crosswords
https://www.nytimes.com/pages/dining/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/section/education
https://www.nytimes.com/section/fashion
https://www.nytimes.com/section/health
https://www.nytimes.com/section/jobs
https://www.nytimes.com/section/magazine
https://www.nytimes.com/events/
https://www.nytimes.com/section/realestate
https://www.nytimes.com/section/t-magazine
https://www.nytimes.com/section/travel
https://www.nytimes.com/section/fashion/weddings
https://www.nytimes.com/section/reader-center
https://www.nytimes.com/ref/classifieds/
https://www.nytimes.com/marketing/tools-and-services/
https://www.nytimes.com/events/
https://www.nytimes.com/section/multimedia
https://lens.blogs.nytimes.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/video
https://store.nytimes.com/?action=click&contentCollection=NYT%20Store&contentPlacement=2&module=SectionsNav&pgtype=Homepage&region=TopBar&t=qry542&utm_campaign=NYT-HP&utm_content=hp_browsetree&utm_medium=HPB&utm_source=nytimes&version=BrowseTree
https://www.nytimes.com/times-journeys/?utm_source=nytimes&utm_medium=HPLink&utm_content=hp_browsetree&utm_campaign=NYT-HP
https://www.nytimes.com/seeallnav
https://www.nytimes.com/membercenter
http://www.nytco.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/hdleftnav
https://www.nytimes.com/digitalleftnav
https://www.nytimes.com/subscriptions/games/lp897H9.html?campaignId=49W8Y
https://www.nytimes.com/marketing/newsletters
https://www.nytimes.com/giftleftnav
https://www.nytimes.com/corporateleftnav
https://www.nytimes.com/educationleftnav
https://www.nytimes.com/services/mobile/index.html
http://eedition.nytimes.com/cgi-bin/signup.cgi?cc=37FYY
https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014792127-Copyright-notice
https://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/infoservdirectory.html
http://www.nytco.com/careers
http://nytmediakit.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/content/help/rights/privacy/policy/privacy-policy.html#pp
https://www.nytimes.com/privacy
https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014893428-Terms-of-service
https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014893968-Terms-of-sale
http://spiderbites.nytimes.com/
https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us
https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115015385887-Contact-us
https://www.nytimes.com/subscriptions/Multiproduct/lp5558.html?campaignId=37WXW
https://www.nytimes.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/dance/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/by/gia-kourlas
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/m/thelonious_monk/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.nytreprints.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/subscriptions/Multiproduct/lp839RF.html?campaignId=48JQY
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/04/arts/dance/miguel-gutierrez-this-bridge-chocolate-factory.html?ribbon-ad-idx=5&rref=arts/dance
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/01/arts/dance/02firstnations.html?ribbon-ad-idx=5&rref=arts/dance
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/28/arts/dance/alastair-macaulay-dance-farewell.html?ribbon-ad-idx=5&rref=arts/dance
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/27/arts/dance/alvin-ailey-solomon-dumas.html?ribbon-ad-idx=5&rref=arts/dance
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/04/arts/georgia-anne-muldrow-caleb-teicher-prototype-festival.html?ribbon-ad-idx=5&rref=arts/dance
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/03/arts/dance/dance-in-nyc-this-week.html?ribbon-ad-idx=5&rref=arts/dance
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/03/arts/dance/tango-from-the-heart.html?ribbon-ad-idx=5&rref=arts/dance
https://www.nytimes.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/subscription/multiproduct/lp8HYKU.html?campaignId=7JWUX
https://myaccount.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=https://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/15/arts/dance/15slippage.html

